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MINUTES 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

January 21, 2021 
Open Conference / Virtual Meeting 

 
Present:   
Douglas Kress, Director  
Brian Green. MD (Chair)  
Paula Machado, Board Member 
Robert Ciccia, Board Member 
 
Absent:   None 
 
Guests:  Two (2) Callers 
                
Meeting Called to Order:  
On a motion made by Dr. Green, the meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. It was seconded by Ms. Machado. 
 
 
Approval of the December 17, 2020 Minutes:  On a motion made by Dr. Green, the December 17, 2020, minutes were 
approved. It was seconded by Ms. Machado. A vote was taken to approve the minutes.  All in Favor. 
                                                                                                                                         MOTION CARRIED UNAMIOUSLY 
 
 
 
Covid19 Updates: Mr. Kress reviewed the statesô situation report and the cityôs updates.  Some of the main topics 
covered were: key dates ï Jan 7

th
 Somerville to remain in modified phase 2 step 2; global trends over 93, millions cases;    

many states remain in the red; Somerville is in the red; Arlington and Cambridge are yellow.  MDPH confirmed cases and 
daily changes through 1/14/21 went up to 439, 299.00. Somerville has tested 276,160 tests as of 1/14/21. Regional 
percent positivity: 4.3% of Somerville case data positive cases identified by MDPH as of Tuesday 1/19/21.  3,957 positive 
confirmed cases. Highlights of the Somerville Dashboards: As of today 4,004 confirmed positive, 253 probable and 
fatalities are at 57. Positive case by month:  Dec 2020 went over 1,ooo cases. Rates by Zip Codes: 02145 highest follow 
by 02143 and 02144.  By age group highest rates 40-59 50-59. City continues to do testing in the SPS, teachers, and staff 
in the shelters; womenôs domestic respond; Somerville Homeless Coalition; home health aid workers; small health care 
providers. across The state has made it cleared to follow their guidelines. There is a webpage where one can go and find 
when and how to get vaccinated.  The cityôs school nurses along with the public health nurse have been doing the 
vaccinations. The city has purchased software at registration reminding residents in 28 days by email to send out a 
reminder to make apt to get 2

nd
 shot; we have staff that is helping follow up with those individuals. Rate of positive 

students at Tufts compared to other schools is low. The city has gotten the vaccines and has been vaccinated residents 
according to the statesô guidelines. 
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. 
Next meeting ï Virtual 
February 18, 2021 
 
Adjournment:     
On a motion made by Dr. Green, the meeting was adjourned at 7.16pm. It was seconded by Ms. Machado. 
                          
List of Documents: 
Notice/Agenda, December 17, 2020 Minutes 
 
                       
Respectfully Submitted,  
Kathy Henkle-Teixeira 
Board of Health Secretary 
March 22, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 


